
Data Collection: 

The data collection was two-fold: 

-student writing was collected from 

the whole school in October and April 

and assessed using provincial exem-

plars  

-teachers completed informational 
and attitudinal surveys giving informa-
tion about strategies, resources and 
impressions of student improvement 

Results and Findings: 

-improvement in all areas of written 
work, especially organization of 
thought 

• 50% improved by one level 

• 37% by two levels 

-teachers valued shared reading, mod-

eled writing and board checklists as a 

valuable instructional strategy to im-

prove student writing 

• 60% used shared reading and 

modeled writing on a daily basis 

• 57% used Board-wide checklists to 

support instruction 

• 100% saw modeled writing as the 

most valuable strategy to improve 

student writing. 

 

Direct instruction in writing forms 

and conventions was not improving 

student independent writing in our 

classrooms.  School EQAO results 

indicated a significant gap in stu-

dents’ ability to independently apply 

writing skills.  The MISA develop-

ment team decided to focus on  the 

link between shared reading and 

modeled writing to improve student 

writing in the school. 
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Key Concepts 

• Collection of baseline writing as-

sessments to all students.  Writing 

pieces were assessed using provin-

cial exemplars. 

• Informational / attitudinal survey 

delivered to teachers and results 

gathered and analyzed through 

Survey Monkey Tool. 

• Project provides examples and  a 

research base for the importance 

of a balanced literacy approach to 

helping children read write. 

•  

Essential Question 
To what extent does linking the teaching focus of shared reading to the 
follow-up modeled writing lesson have a positive effect on  students’ 
independent writing? 

“Linking Shared 
Reading to Modeled 

Writing in a Balanced 
Literacy Program” 

Reflections/Actions: 

Observing first-hand the influence of 

conscious instructional practice on 

student learning is a positive thing.  

The teachers will continue to use 

these strategies and explore more.  

They will also share with other 

teachers through the OFIP project. 

Contributions to the PNC: 

This research project will contribute  

to the research base of the balanced 

literacy approach to teaching read-

ing and writing.  It will also provide 

an example of a starting point in lit-

eracy research for other schools as 

they move from  spelling lists and 

grammar drills. 

Project Overview 


