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1. Getting started in 
practitioner 
research by refining 
your question 

2. Four ways to 
enhance validity  

3. Four free tools for 
collaboration 
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Related Terms & Practices 

Å action research 

Å participatory action research 

Å teacher research 

Å teacher self-study 

Å professional learning 
community 

Å teacher collaborative inquiry 

Å practitioner inquiry 

Å practitioner research 
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Practitioner Research 

Χ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊ ƛǎ 
simultaneously a 
researcher who is 
continuously engaged in 
ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ Χ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ultimate purpose of 
ŜƴǊƛŎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
learning & life chances 
 

(Cochran-Smith & Lytle, 2009, p. vii) 

 

an umbrella term to encompass multiple forms of research, 
conducted by a range of practitioners 
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 Practitioner Research ς A Global Phenomenon 
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Practitioner Research - 
Conferences & 
Organizations 

International Teacher Research 
Conference 
(US, bi-yearly after AERA)  
 

Collaborative Action Research 
Network (CARN) 
(UK, sponsors international practitioner 
researcher conferences) 
 

North American Action Research 
Alliance (NAARA) 
(works to support & expand inquiry 
communities within & beyond education) 
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helping teachers to engage in critical inquiry is a 
central part of transforming schools 

    (Cochran-Smith & Lytle, 2009) 

the coming era of educational change needs to 
be an era of reduced commitments to grandiose 
designs and top down reform 
    (Hargreaves, 2009, p.99) 
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Strengths of Practitioner Research 

 
Åexplores important questions with immediate local 

relevance 

ÅŀǾƻƛŘǎ ǘƘŜ άƎŀǇέ ƻǊ ŘƛǎŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ϧ 
practice 

Åencourages collaboration within schools, across schools & 
boards, between schools, community groups & universities 

Åacknowledges the complexity of teaching & learning 

Åspecific findings & interpretations may not generalize to 
other contexts - yet they are enormously valuable in 
informing practice  

 

 

 
9 M.J. Koch - Nov 2011 



Research as a textbook experience 

Research Question 
 

Research Design 
 

Data Collection & Analysis 
 

Findings 
 

Knowledge Mobilization 

(Dissemination) 
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Research as lived experience 

Research Question 
 

Research Design 
 

Data Collection & Analysis 
 

Findings 
 

Knowledge Mobilization 

(Dissemination) 
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What kind of data is best? 

Quantitative Data 

ÅGrades, test scores, 
frequencies, rating 
scales, questionnaires, 
demographics, 
enrolment, attendance 
data etc.  

Å Can show a significant 
difference or change in 
values. 

 

Qualitative Data 

Å Interviews, focus groups, 
journals, observations, 
questionnaires, student 
work etc. 

Å Can help us understand 
how a difference came 
about. 
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Framing research questions explicitly and seeking relevant 
data deliberately enable and empower intuition, rather than 
stifle it. (Erickson, 1986, p.140)       

There are many paths to framing a question . . . one need not 
ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŦǊŀƳŜ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ƻƴŜΩǎ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
a personal intellectual vacuum. One can seek out feedback, 
network, look to reasonable consultants, and collaborate.   
        (Harter, 2006, p.335) 
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