
A Balanced Math program could help 

these students come closer to tthe provin-

cial standard. 

Members compared findings over a one 

year period and made strategic changes to 

programming to better serve student 

needs.  Differentiated instruction tech-

niques improved student morale and stu-

dent engagement in mathematics in-

creased.  Flexible groupings and tiered 

groupings of students were also popular.  

The centre activities were successful, pro-

viding a new learning opportunity each 

day.  The technology component of Bal-

anced Mathematics addresses all learning 

styles, kinesthetic, visual, and auditory.  

EQAO results will be received during the 

2008-2009 school year.  Statistics concern-

ing our essential question will be an-

nounced at that time. 

End of year assessments based on crite-

rion results showed a modest improve-

ment in NS & N levels (Mastery /Instruc-

tional/Frustration) according to team 

members. 

In 2006 / 2007, 38% of Grade 3 students 

at Sacred Heart scored at Level 3 in 

mathematics.  When compared to the 

Board results (56%); and provincial re-

sults (57%); we see that there is an op-

portunity to work with the 55% of stu-

dents that scored at Level 2 and bring 

them closer to the provincial standard.  

Grade six results were much the same, 

38% of students in our school scored at 

Level 3.  When compared with the 

Board results (58%) and the provincial 

results (57%), we see that our numbers 

have the potential to increase.  Again 

there are a significant number of stu-

dents at level1 (27%) and level 2 (24%). 
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2007-2008 

Key Concepts 

• Various methods of data collection 

were applied (survey sheets, oral 

discussion, anecdotal records). 

• Various components of centre ac-

tivities were implemented (e.g. 

math games, software activities, 

modeled /guides problem solving ). 

• Professional learning activities 

were available. 

• Teachers engaged in precision 

teaching using  Balanced 

Mathematics fundamentals. 

 

Moving Forward 
Applying a Balanced 

Math Approach 

 
 

Essential Question 

Will the implementation of a Balanced Math program result in a greater 

number of students achieving a Level 3 in EQAO testing? 

By modeling a  love for 

mathematics ourselves, 

students too will try to 

experience our joy. 
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Reflection and Action 
 As members of an Action Research team, teachers have progressed methodically 

throughout the year.  Overall, teachers are excited about the future of this project.  One 

member has agreed to set up a model classroom which will provide us with hands-on 

opportunities for learning as a group.  By taking PLC time and focusing on our end goal, 

using the tools and resources we are given, and keeping student success in mind— we 

believe that our students will achieve the provincial standard in EQAO testing. 

By modeling a love for mathematics ourselves, students too, will strive to experience 

our joy. 

There is a general belief that math is hard.  Most of our students do 

not get assistance from home in math.  A few students, mainly boys, 

enjoy the logical, structured format of mathematics and prefer it to 

reading and writing. 

Dialogue between classroom teachers and Special Education staff proved to be 

a critical component to student success.  Diagnostic testing results showed 

modest growth in NS & N thus far. 

Professional learning activities are an essential component for student growth.  

Members were given the following learning opportunities this year: 

Attend the Education and Research Symposium  inToronto, Ontario. 

Attend an OAME Seminar  at Queens University, Kingston, Ontario. 

Attend a bansho workshop at St. Mary’s Catholic School, Chesterville, Ontario. 

Attend a Geometer’s Sketchpad training session provided by IT personnel at Scared 

Hear Catholic School, Cornwall, Ontario. 

 

  Results and Findings 

Moving Forward-Applying a Balanced Math Approach 

Our hope is that by using the 

centre activities and by 

heightening student interest 

in mathematics, particularly 

through the use of math 

games and technology, our 

EQAO results will reach level 

three over time.  In our three 

year plan, teachers can be 

preparing students for Year 3 

and Year 6 of EQAO testing by 

analyzing data and by 

collaboratively engaging in 

precision teaching using the 

guided/modeled problem 

solving approach within 

Balanced Mathematics, both 

whole group and within the 

learning centre. 

There is a healthy interest in the teaching of mathematics using manipulatives.  Both 

teachers and students need easy access to high-quality resources in order to make 

teaching and learning effective. 

Teachers also need a constant flow of current information and teaching strategies/

techniques to meet the needs of a wide spectrum of learners in the inclusive classroom 

setting.  Special education staff provides invaluable support to teachers and students.  

Assessment data needs to be kept in an area that is accessible to all staff members for 

planning purposes.  Data walls or electronic assessment banks provide  quick and easy 

access for Teachers and SERT’s in order to collaboratively plan lessons or differentiate 

instruction. 

All members have a copy of 

Balanced Mathematics  

by Lee Sparling 


