
mation about student performance and 

the effects of remediation were collected. 

The 7/8 teachers met on a regular basis to 

review the strengths and weaknesses of 

the program offered by the Achievement 

Centre.  As a part of the program, it was 

decided to focus on a select group of stu-

dents using an in depth remedial program 

to help the be successful in math and liter-

acy. 

Grade 9 - Credit Intervention: 

Semester 1 

During first term, report card marks were 

analyzed and students were identified as 

at-risk for not obtaining their credit in 

math or science.  An intervention plan was 

put into place to support identified stu-

dents.  Once-a-week tutorials did not ap-

pear to be sufficient remediation how-

ever. 

It was decided in semester 2 to focus on 

grade 9 math only and consequently, as a 

7-8 Achievement Centre: 

The Intermediate Achievement Centre 

has been actively involved with students 

in the 7/8 panel.  Through various pro-

grams such as, Numeracy, Literacy, Or-

ganization, and Leadership, the Interme-

diate Achievement Centre served over 

100 students.  The results from these 

program have varied from excellent to 

satisfactory.  Between now and the end 

of the school year, the 7/8 Achievement 

Centre will continue to support and of-

fer a variety of alternatives which will 

facilitate students success.  As a part of 

the Achievement Centre mandate, infor-
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Key Concepts 

• Graphical representation of 

data allowed staff to more eas-

ily notice trends. 

• Participation was a key factor 

during this six-week process 

• At risk students were identified 

and specific strategies were 

implemented. 

• Parents were involved in the 

process at the beginning of the 

six week courses. 

Early Intervention 
Program for Students 

At Risk 
 

part of the action research project, only 

grade 9 students were involved. 

 

Essential Question 
The teachers at Lester B Pearson were interested in exploring ways to supports students in 

grades 7, 8 and 9 who were struggling in mathematics or English.  Specifically, they wanted 

to know if a classroom withdrawal intervention program aimed at 7,8 or 9 at-risk students 

would increase student success on measures of behavior, academic skills (pre and post 

tests), credit accumulation in the current year, and EQAO measures in the long run. 

“It is the mark of an 

educated mind to be 

able to entertain a 

thought without 

accepting it” 

 

Aristotle 
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Results and Findings 
 Student scores increased on measures of math proficiency in all grades, using the indicators of both levels and percentage 

change scores.  Similar dramatic changes were noted in measures of literacy in grades 7. and 8. 

Grade 7 and 8;  The remedial math program for identi-

fied students in grade 7 and 8 lasted six weeks and the 

students met with the teacher twice a week on aver-

age. 

          What the Data Revealed 

Early Intervention program for Students at Risk 

The teachers jointly developed the literacy programs although each 

teacher executed the program in their own class.  The grade 8 program 

was based on grade 8 texts and included questions on making connec-

tions, identifying main ideas, point of view, making predictions, and 

writing paragraphs.  The grade 7 program was based on specific read-

ing activities such as “strategies of Good readers”, “reading the Classi-

fied Ads”, “Tips on taking a test”. Each program lasted six weeks. 

Grade 9:   A total of 15 “struggling” students (from both academic and 

applied) were selected for a grade 9 numeracy course to work on their 

fundamental skills.  The one-hour sessions ran 3 times a week  for six 

weeks during school hours.  Participation in this course was voluntary 

and a letter was sent home explaining the process and requiring a par-

ent signature. 

 

Clearly, grade 7, 8 and 9 students who participated in the six week remedial course im-

proved their score as measured by pre- and post-test indicators.  Classroom teachers also 

reported that student s were more focused and confident in their regular classrooms.  

The improvements did not appear to vary as a function of gender although it was noted 

that attendance did have an impact on score in the grade 9 math class.  Students who 

were absent did not do as well as students that were present. 


