
ers in all grade levels to approach their 

writing program using the 6+1 Writing 

Traits framework.  This focus area was 

determined based on feedback from 

staff about student achievement in 

the area of writing  as well as from 

data gathered from EQAO results and 

classroom assessment.  The school has 

a high number of students who are 

English Language Learners as well as a 

portion of our students who have Spe-

cial Education learning needs. 

Summary of Activities:  

Under the direction of our School Im-

provement Planning team (Literacy 

committee), several strategies were 

planned as part of this project, includ-

ing.   

• Model and provide opportunities 

for students to organize written 

work around clear, well-developed 

and supported ideas in a variety of 

forms. Team members explored 

resources, taught focused lessons, 

used high-yield strategies in writ-

ing and graphic organizers to 

reach all learners. 

• Ensure that students are familiar 

with all the genres of writing de-

scribed in  the curriculum expecta-

tions.  To support this task, team 

members created division charts 

of the genres to be taught as well 

as a resource binder of items that 

teachers can use in the classroom. 

• Help students to use the conven-

tions correctly and edit their work. 

• Create anchor charts to be posted 

in the classroom.                          

• Develop writing portfolios contain-

ing checklists and strategies for 

students to use across grades. 

Through this project, staff examined 

how the explicit teaching of writing 

traits and a common division plan 

support increased student achieve-

ment.  The focus area of this project 

was determined by our school’s lit-

eracy committee.  One of the goals 

of the committee was to implement 

a whole-school focus in writing  in-

struction.  The intent was for teach-
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Key Concepts 

• Collaborate with School improve-

ment Planning team to develop 

strategies in order to in crease 

student  achievement in the area 

writing  curriculum expectations. 

• Collect data through the use of 

writing samples and student port-

folios throughout the year. 

• Analyze EQOA results from the past 

5 years. 

• Incorporate folders that contain 

editing checklists and strategies for 

student s to use in their writing. 

• Continue to add content to the 

resource binders for all divisions 

Essential Question 

How does the explicit teaching of writing traits support improved student 
achievement? 

Teachers have seen the merit of rubrics 

as assessment tools and will use them in 

their 2008-9 school improvement plan . 
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Writing samples were collected from all students at 

both the beginning (baseline data) and end of the project 

(summative data).  

Teachers used student portfolios of writing as formative 

data throughout the school year; some teachers asked stu-

dents to write in a journal on a regular basis. In addition, 

EQAO results on the primary and junior writing assessments 

over the past five years were examined. 

Summary of Activities  

T h e  E x p l i c i t  T e a c h i n g  o f  W r i t i n g  T r a i t s  i n  a  K -8  S c h o o l  

Through this project, we also identified areas for 

future growth and further professional develop-

ment.  Some of those “future actions’ are listed in 

the summary of activities sections. 
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Reflections and Actions 

Our school team very 

much enjoyed this 

project. It allowed our 

staff to work on a 

collaborative ap-

proach to writing in-

struction. 

Together , teachers 

developed writing re-

sources, had profes-

sional development 

sessions and conversa-

tions about “best prac-

tices” and identified 

strategies that would 

be used in all class-

rooms in our school. 

What the Data Revealed 

“Education is the 

key to unlock the 

golden door of 

freedom” 

George Washington 

Carver 

• Team members will continue to add  content to 

resource binders for all divisions, this will include 

a variety of graphic organizers and other ideas to 

implement guided writing within the literacy 

block. 

A goal for the next year is to create a common edit-

ing checklist that will be used in all classrooms by all 

teachers. 

Through a collaborative and consistent approach to writ-

ing instruction, our staff noticed some improvements in 

the skills of our students. 

Teachers continued to use the writing folders in most 

classrooms and a systematic and common approach to 

writing instruction has been taken. 

The following is a summary of specific results observed 

with respect to students’ writing: 

• Writing samples from students collected at the end of 

the school year showed improvement in areas such as 

writing conventions. 

• EQAO grade 3 results show improvement in writing  

(from 15 to 71% of students at levels 3 & 4) . While 

we have a very small cohort in grade 3, it is important 

to note that none of our student performed at level 1 

in writing.  This is very encouraging.  In 2005-2006, 

42% of students achieved at level 3 & 4 and in 2004-

2005, 44% achieved level 3&4. 

• EQAO grade 6 results were the same in 2007-2008 as 

they were in 2006-2007 (64% of student achieved 

level 3 & 4).  In 2005-2006, 53% of students achieved 

at levels 3 & 4 and in 2004-2005, 65% percent of stu-

dents achieved at levels 3 & 4. 

• A plan is in place for a professional book club for in-

terested staff.  The selected titles will be based on 

effective writing instruction. 


