
the traditional main-stream test to a tradi-

tional Aboriginal test-Medicine Wheel.  The 

Medicine Wheel was presented by Dr. Tou-

louse last Spring  at an Aboriginal education 

conference in Ottawa.  The project will also 

examine the effects of using a test of intelli-

gence when planning for success. 

Studies have indicated that Aboriginal 

students learn best  in groups, by doing 

and being given the time to explain 

what they have done.  Yet, within this 

general understanding there are varia-

tions.  By understanding how Aboriginal 

students learn, teachers can develop 

and provide strategies to differentiate 

the instruction to increase success.  One 

traditional main-stream method for ac-

commodating learning styles has been a 

multiple intelligence test.  The focus of 

this project is to explore and compare 
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Key Concepts 

• Data collected through the multiple 

intelligence test and the Medicine 

wheel EI test.. 

• Parents participate in a perceptual 

survey of their children’s attitude 

toward school and the regular 

classroom. 

• Dr Pamela Toulouse presented a 

workshop to students which high-

lighted Aboriginal achievements 

and understanding /using learning 

skills to their fullest 

• Following the Career Day, Aborigi-

nal students appeared to be more 

engaged in their school work 

 
What differences in instructional strategies would there be between pro-
gramming with consideration for First Nation students’ multiple intelli-
gence strength and with consideration for “the Four Great Ways of the Medi-
cine Wheel”? 

My Story: the Journey of 
first Nation Students find-
ing their voice in writing  

Data Collection Methods and Analysis 

Strategies: 

• Gr. 5 &7 Aboriginal students will com-

plete two tests, the multiple intelli-

gence test and the Medicine Wheel EI 

test.  The results will be recorded on 

graphs and a paper plate. 

• Native Literacy and Numeracy Re-

source (NLNR) teachers will develop 

teaching strategies and provide cultur-

ally relevant material to support stu-

dent learning, 

• NLNR teacher will make and maintain 

connections (via email) with Dr. Pam-

ela Toulouse to discuss strategies 

• Gr.5 & 7 teachers and NLNR teacher 

will create tracking checklists to moni-

tor the effect of the strategies 

Tracking  effectiveness of the strategies: 

• NLNR teacher and Classroom teach-

ers will meet every 6 weeks for 1/2 

hr to discuss progress and the overall 

effectiveness of the two tests  for a 

total of 3 meetings. 

• Parents will participate in a percep-

tual survey of their children’s atti-

tude to school and the regular class-

room. 

• Effective strategies and results of 

this project will be present to staff 

during the May staff meeting. 

 

“n many ways the Medicine Wheel, can 

best be understood if you think of it as 

a mirror in which everything is 

reflected. 

The Universe is the Mirror of the 

People, the old Teachers tell us , and 

each person is a Mirror to every other 

person. 

 

Daniel N. Paul 

Essential Question 



My Story: the Journey of First Nation Students finding their voice in writing. 
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We learned that the Grade 5 students did not have clear and 

distinguished learning styles.  This meant that if a teacher was 

providing differentiated instruction to all students, then the 

needs of the unidentified Aboriginal students would be met as 

well. 

The Grade 7’s illustrate  the importance of identifying a learn-

ing strategy and then establishing groups with other similarly 

identified students who can support each other’s learning.  

Data should be collected to measure the success of these 

groups.  If the students had early access to the workshop given 

by Dr. Toulouse in June, i.e. schedule her time with the stu-

dents September or November, the students might have had 

greater awareness of their learning style and the importance of 

this self-awareness. 

Teachers learned the time spent to gather profile information 

of students at the beginning of the year helped support the 

planning of program delivery, assessment and evaluation. 

 

The student graphs indicated that Grade 5 stu-

dents did not have clear, distinguishable learning 

styles.  Like their peers, their skills were spread out across the 

board.  The Grade 7’s on the other hand were collaborative 

and interpersonal.  The staff provided them with opportunities 

to work together in groups as much as possible and allowed 

for plenty of discussion and sharing.  In particular the Grade 7 

teacher allowed his students to work in groups in the regular 

classroom, especially in Geography and History.  The only chal-

lenge was that the choice of partners was not controlled and 

therefore some students were in a group that lacked initiative.  

The learning skills data indicated that group work is an area 

that they clearly need help with; they need to be given clear 

direction.  Therefore, while there was some improvement in 

the learning skills, it was not a significant.  There was an im-

provement in the marks from Grade 6 in Social Studies and 

Grade 7 Geography and History. 

Following the Career Day presentation, the Aboriginal stu-

dents appeared to be more engaged in school work compared 

to their peers. 

 Results and Findings 

Reflections and Actions 

Conclusion 

This was an important activity for staff because it pro-

vided a focus on creating learning opportunities for all to 

find academic success.  The teachers were able to exam-

ine their craft, discuss strategies and make any necessary 

modifications.  For students, especially our native stu-

dents, it supported self-awareness and self-advocacy.  

Students could not only say “I’m Algonquin” but “I’m an 

Algonquin student who learns best by working 

with peers and using models to demonstrate 

my understanding and I am a good student”. 

Samples of Graphs representing results from intelligence tests   

‘The project encouraged all stu-

dents, including Aboriginal stu-

dents, to become aware of their 

learning styles and to advocate for 

themselves. 


