
Prior to 06/07, teachers in the Life Skills 

Developmental Centers had identified an 

existing  gap in using data for reporting 

student progress in ALCDSB. Often, stu-

dents with developmental disabilities 

worked on alternative expectations that 

were not a part of the provincial K-12 cur-

ricula.  Therefore, teachers found that the 

provincial report cards did not adequately 

provide “space” for teachers to record 

progress and report to parents. 

The Year 2 Action research project in 

06/07 focused on developing a standard-

ized report card to be used with students 

with developmental disabilities in Life 

Skills program.  An “unintended conse-

quence” that resulted from that project 

was the development of a handbook that 

outlined assessment practices for students 

with developmental disabilities. 

Follow up surveys with teachers and par-

ents in the Year 2 project indicated that 

the anecdotal report card developed was 

easy to understand, and useful in commu-

nicating results to parents and students 

about student progress on IEP expecta-

tions.    

 The Year 3 project was structured to focus 

on expanding the use of  the Anecdotal 

Report card with students working on 

alternative expectations.   

Beyond the expanded use, the next step 

in this project would be to eventually 

implement a web-based application for 

this report card.   

During the 06/07 school year, in re-

sponse to the overall shift in education 

towards measurement and reporting on 

progress of all students, an Action Re-

search project was initiated to develop 

standardized reporting procedures for 

students with developmental disabilities 

in Life Skills programs.  The 07/08 pro-

ject built on this project by expanding 

the use of the anecdotal report card to 

students who are working on alternative 

expectations but are not in Life Skills 

programs.   
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Key Concepts 

• The anecdotal report card was used 

not only for students in Life Skills 

Program, but also for those who are 

working on alternative expectations. 

• Teachers from the Life Skills program 

throughout the District were trained 

on the use of the developed template 

for  the Anecdotal Report Card. 

• Staff in Life Skills program continued 

to build confidence and consistency 

in the assessment and collection of 

achievement data related to progress 

on IEP expectations. 

Essential Question 

How will a standardized anecdotal report card based on IEP expectations for students 

working on alternative expectations impact the communication of student progress 

with students, parents and teachers and assist teachers for planning next steps? 

“A school’s effective use of data can 

enable the successful identification 

and implementation of appropriate 

strategies ultimately leading to 

standards attainment and student 

learning increases.” 

                      ~ Dr. Victoria Bernhardt 

Building the capacity of teachers of 
students with developmental dis-

abilities to use data for evidence in-
formed decision making and com-

munication of student progress. 
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Reflections and Actions 
This project was a dynamic and reflection process that  incorpo-

rated feedback from participants into the methodology through-

out.  Several key findings were discovered: 

• The scope of the project was too large to undertake in the 

context of a short term project and will continue as a pro-

ject within the District over several years. 

• The developmental of the web-based application is still on 

the radar within the District but resources have limited the 

ability to complete this component of the project to date.  

The common report card template however, continues to 

be implemented as it is seen as a positive step in improving  

communication with key stakeholders by both parents and 

teachers. 

• Upon reflection on assessment and evaluation practices for 

students with developmental disabilities, the Action Re-

search Team discovered that there was a need for clarity 

and consistency in assessment for this population.  This re-

sulted in the development of the “Handbook the teachers”.  

Ongoing development of this resource (i.e. student exem-

plars) will be an integral component moving forward.  

Phase 1:  A focus group with teachers was held 

including training on Anecdotal Report card and 

the “Teaching Students with Developmental Dis-

abilities; A Handbook for Teachers.” The summary of the focus 

group was as follows:  

• Teachers were trained on the Anecdotal Report Card tem-

plate and on the use of the Developmental Disabilities 

Handbook.   

• Positive feedback was received with respect to the stan-

dardized template for reporting with students in Life Skills 

and the handbook resource for teachers. 

Phase 2: Teachers of Life Skills program throughout the Dis-

trict used the developed template for the Anecdotal report 

card.  These reports were shared with students and parents 

and the feedback was positive. 

Phase 3: Feedback from teachers, parents/guardians was posi-

tive with respect to the common report card template and the 

“Teaching Students with Developmental Disabilities; Hand-

book For Teachers” .  

  Data Collection Methods and Analysis 

Next Steps 
The continuation of this project will contribute to the un-

derstanding of data collection, storage and inventory 

creation of a special needs students.  Staff in Life Skills 

programs will continue to build confidence and consis-

tency in the assessment and collection of achievement of 

date related to progress on IEP expectations.  

One suggestion for the future research in this area would 

be on the impact that student exemplars would have on 

assessment consistency for students who are being evalu-

ated on alternative achievement expectations. 

Down syndrome is 

named after John 

Langdon Down, the 

British doctor who first 

described the condition 

in 1887.  It wasn’t until 

1959, however, that an 

extra chromosome (21) 

was identified as the 

cause. 

Life Skills Report Card Action Research Project 

Ongoing data will be gathered to assess the perceived use-

fulness of the report from both teachers and parents over 

time. 

Phase 4: Dissemination of  the Handbook will continue to be 

enhanced. 

 


