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Team
Kelly MacKay, Kerri Denyes, Andrea Kerr



Not Exit Card 





VISIONING



If pedagogy is the study of teaching and 
learning, and documentation serves as 
a record, then pedagogical 
documentation is the recording of the 
teaching and learning in a way that 
influences future teaching and learning.                   
~Diane Kashin



Really? the Dragon Warrior?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8OdvQLydKE




Rethinking a Stance of Certainty
Moving From...              Towards

● feeling we have to 
always know or 
understand the 
thinking and 
learning 
immediately

● slowing down documenting, 
analysing, studying, 
questioning with the 
children, with our colleagues, 
with families

● revisiting documentation to 
more deeply understand 
learning and for different 
purposes  
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Perspective
You won’t be 
able to see all 
of the tree at 
once.



“…have the courage to think what I 
believe is not the truth but only my 

point of view.  I need the point of 
view of others in order to confirm or 

change my own point of view. 
~Carlina Rinaldi

“



What Are We Learning About Learning? 
Pedagogical Documentation 

To be a researcher is to be 
curious.  When educators start 
with curiosity and a search for 
meaning as an entry to 
pedagogical documentation, 
they may find themselves in a 
new and possible 
uncomfortable position as 
teacher researcher.  Tarr, 2010



FEELING





How Does 
Learning 
Change You?



Protocol
Introduction (Context) 
& Description

I/we saw….
I/we  heard...

Interpretation

When I/we 
saw….I/we thought 
the learner was 
thinking...

Implications for 
Practice

Where will I/we go 
next to deepen and 
extend the learning?
  

Reflections
What have we 
learned about the 
process/ourselves?



Protocol Reminder: Description 

If you hear something that sounds like interpretation...

ASK… 

“What did you say and hear that makes you think that?”

Studying the Documentation …

What do you see?

What do you hear? 



From our notes...
K: Do you think it’s at a sporting event?

M: Yes the guy beside them is a security 
guy for the event. It’s definitely at a 
sporting event.  

M: I think the guy in the headdress is 
reaching out his hand to say ‘no hard 
feelings’ to the guy with the braid.

K: Do you think the guy with the braid 
accepted his ‘no hard feelings’?

M: No.  Why would he?





UNDERSTANDING



“Observe and listen...because…
they are not simply asking for the 

answer from you.  They are 
requesting the courage to find a 
collection of possible answers.        

~Carlina Rinaldi

“





I see documentation posted and displayed 
on the walls, yet the content is only a 
recording of a past event and mostly just 
photos. This is not pedagogical but it is an 
attempt to make learning visible. My 
colleague refers to this level of 
documentation as “scrapbooking”. 
Avoiding scrapbooking and finding depth 
is not easy. It will take time.  ~Diane Kashin



Misconceptions

Surprises?
Connections?

Wonderings?

“At first we thought we had to document 
everything. Now we are becoming more 
discerning in what we document. We are 
trying to slow down and think, “Was that 
really noteworthy?”



Habits of 
documenting

Become  
comfortable

Visual 
literacy skills

Make your 
learning 
visible

Share your 
visible 

theories with 
others

Diane Kashin





DOING



...educators seek to make meaning in 
their continued reflection of the 
documentation in order to seek ways 
for it to authentically influence the 
direction future teaching and learning 
will take. ~Diane Kashin





Reflection
How is your thinking evolving 
about:

Pedagogical documentation 
and being in an inquiry stance 
when documenting? 

How pedagogical 
documentation supports 
assessment practices?



thanks!
ANY

QUESTIONS?

@andCreative
@specedforever

@KerriDenyes



“Documentation as visible listening 
can help you to understand and to 
change your identity, and can invite 

you to reflect on your values. Carlina 

Rinaldi

“



Dr. Carol Ann Wien

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8aaxrHQG4o


Rethinking Documenting “Activities”
Moving From...                 Towards

• Capturing and 
documenting activities

• Thinking about 
assessment for 
learning 

• Capturing and documenting evidence of 
learning 

• Thinking “why this learning for this child 
at this time?”

• Building a deeper understanding of how 
pedagogical documentation informs how, 
when, and why we respond to all 
children’s thinking and learning and 
where the learning is going or needs to 
go next.

• Thinking about assessment as integrated 
in the learning.



Digging?



To be pedagogical it has to involve interpretation. 

It is impossible to analyze every photo and every 
drawing of every child. This becomes more 
problematic when too much emphasis is placed on 
the recording of the obvious – for example, “we 
went to the park today” rather than trying to see the 
deeper meaning. ~Diane Kashin

Protocol Reminder: Interpretation 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UB2iYzKeej8


What does the term “evidence of 
thinking and learning” bring to 

mind? 

How do you know something is 
“evidence of thinking and learning” 

vs 
“evidence of knowing”?



Evidence of Learning

Select a piece of 
documentation - evidence 
of learning - from your 
device.  We will use it to 
practise the Pedagogical 
Documentation Protocol in 
collaboration.

Place your screenshot here



Protocol
Introduction (Context) 
& Description

I/we saw….
I/we  heard...

Interpretation

When I/we 
saw….I/we thought 
the learner was 
thinking...

Implications for 
Practice

Where will I/we go 
next to deepen and 
extend the learning?
  

Reflections
What have we 
learned about the 
process/ourselves?



“To be open to others means to 
have the courage to come into this 

room and say, “I hope to be 
different when I leave…” 

~Carlina Rinaldi

“


